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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on October 25, 

2012. Mayor Mark F. Weber called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM.  

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

Mayor Weber led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councilman Tom Adamec, Councilman Rick Bryan, 

Councilman Robert Buckman, Vice Mayor Lee Czerwonka, 

Councilwoman Stephanie Stoller, Councilman James Sumner, 

and Mayor Mark Weber 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Deputy Solicitor Bryan Pacheco, 

Clerk of Council Jamie Eifert, Assistant City Manager James 

Pfeffer, Assistant City Manager Kelly Harrington, Treasurer 

Sherry Poppe, Parks & Recreation Director Chuck Funk, Public 

Works Director Gordon Perry, Community Development 

Director Dan Johnson, Administrative Assistant Karla Plank, 

and interested citizens 

4. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05 PM – to consider a proposed Zoning Map Amendment to 

rezone two parcels at 9012 Blue Ash Road (Sandy’s Stagecoach Saloon, LLC) from 

C-1 General Commercial and R-3 Residential to C-2 Planned Commercial (first 

reading) 

Mayor Weber explained there were two public hearings on the agenda relative to property at 

9012 Blue Ash Road with two separate issues.  The first public hearing relates to a zone 

change affecting the property.  The second public hearing considers a planned development 

application for the property in the proposed zone change area.  The hearings were combined 

and Community Development Director Dan Johnson gave background information on both 

matters.   

The Clerk was asked to read Ordinance No. 2012-54 in its entirety: 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ IN ITS ENTIRETY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-54 

APPROVING A ZONING MAP AMENDMENT TO REZONE TWO 

PARCELS AT 9012 BLUE ASH ROAD (612-0060-274-00, 

CURRENTLY C-1 GENERAL COMMERCIAL AND 612-0060-273-00, 

CURRENTLY R-3 RESIDENTIAL) TO THE C-2 PLANNED 

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

5. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05 PM – to consider a proposed Planned Development 

application at 9012 Blue Ash Road (Sandy’s Stagecoach Saloon, LLC) for an 

addition to the existing building and to expand the parking and driveway areas and 

make other site improvements (first reading) 

The Clerk was asked to read Ordinance No. 2012-62 in its entirety: 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ IN ITS ENTIRETY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-62 

APPROVING A PLANNED DEVELOPMENT IN A C-2 PLANNED 

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT PER CHAPTERS 1157 AND 1185 OF 

THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO PERMIT AN ADDITION 

AND SITE MODIFICATIONS AT 9012 BLUE ASH ROAD 

(SANDY’S STAGECOACH SALOON) 

Mayor Weber moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to amend Ordinance No. 2012-62 to 

reflect the property address as 9012 Blue Ash Road.  A voice vote was taken.  All members 

present voted yes. Motion carried. 
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Mr. Johnson explained the background of the two ordinances in that Ms. Copenhaver applied 

for both concurrently including the rezoning from the existing C-1 for the south parcel where 

the commercial enterprise currently exists.  Along with that property, she also owns the 

property to the north which is including zoned R-3 residential.  Part of her plan is to extend 

the driveway around the building.  Residential regulations will not allow any commercial 

components to be on residential property.  Therefore, Ms. Copenhaver applied for the 

rezoning to C-2 to accommodate both the addition of that R-3 area into the plan of the area 

that she intends to use for her plan.  The other component is that she chose C-2 because of 

the buffer requirement in C-2, although the permitted uses are the same generally as in C-1. 

The buffer requirement in C-2 will accommodate the increased use towards the rear which is 

closer to residential properties which is why she requested C-2.  The Planning Commission 

looked at the pertinent factors for rezoning which include encumbrance of land and existing 

land use and what is desired and recommended for approval.  

The planned development is being run concurrently with the zoning issue for expediency 

sake.  In order for the planned development to even be an option, the rezoning has to 

happen first which is why they are back-to-back on the agenda.  The planned development 

application includes an addition to the rear of the existing facility that was originally proposed 

as an open patio in the first phase and later to have a roof and an enclosure that could be 

completely closed off with garage style doors allowing them to be open during nice weather 

and closed off during the evening and inclement weather.  After the Planning Commission 

first met, it was tabled in ordered to answer some of the concerns that were expressed.  Ms. 

Copenhaver agreed that there would only be a single phase which would eliminate the open 

patio time and go straight to phase two which is a roofed enclosure that can still be opened 

to the outside but has the ability to be completely closed.  The conditions were put together 

from the discussion of the Planning Commission.  Since the Planning Commission 

recommended denial of the plan, they do not do that with conditions, so the conditions are in 

an attempt to incorporate all the changes that they proposed on their own measure to satisfy 

some of the concerns of Planning  Commission between the first and second meetings and 

also some items that were added given the discussion that was had at the meetings.  In 

general, the plan does satisfy the requirements of the zoning code in terms of its layout and 

the location of the facility on the site, the width of the buffer and lighting appear to be able to 

meet the plan. 

Ms. Sandy Copenhaver, owner of Sandy’s Stagecoach Saloon at 9012 Blue Ash Road, 

addressed Council as to her desire to expand her business by adding restrooms that are 

handicapped accessible and to have an outside pavilion.  There is also a need for more 

parking.  In order to do this, she requests a zone change of her property from a C-1 to a C-2. 

 C-1 calls for a 50 foot buffer and C-2 requires a 10 foot buffer.  The pavilion expansion will 

have a roof and will also have garage doors which will be lowered later in the evening in 

order to keep the noise level to a minimum.  The plan is to have the garage doors lowered at 

11:00 p.m. since that is when the Blue Ash amphitheater stops band music.  Ms. 

Copenhaver has met with her surrounding neighbors so that they understand what the plan 

is and that they won’t be impacted in an negative way.  The plans for the outdoor pavilion 

and the expansion of the parking lot have been shown to the neighbors and they have 

signed off for the plans to begin because it will improve the neighborhood by containing the 

parking to the back area and the extra cars will no longer have to park on the surrounding 

side streets.  The entire property will be landscaped and a six foot high wooden privacy 

fence is to be installed near the property line that backs up to the residential properties.  Ms. 

Copenhaver would like to be given the chance to expand her business in the community of 

Blue Ash.   

Councilman Jim Sumner indicated that the Planning Commission struggled with the 

development proposal and ultimately did not recommend it.  He encouraged Council to 

consider prior to the November 8
th
 vote whether this use and expanding this kind of use 

directly adjacent to a residential area is appropriate which is the key to this issue.   

Councilwoman Stephanie Stoller questioned why Planning Commission was willing to 

change the zoning but then voted negative on the development? 

Councilman Sumner explained that it was a split vote but the master plan does allow for that 

zoning to change and other changes have been made to other parcels that has not gone 

forward which he believes was the consistency with the master plan and was the basis of the 
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zone change.  Councilman Sumner believes that tabling the zone change until such time as 

the project is decided appropriate may be best.  There are two more residential parcels to 

the north that have not been rezoned yet and the key question is when is the right time to 

rezone. 

Councilman Jack Buckman questioned who owns the surrounding lots.   

Councilman Sumner explained that Ms. Copenhaver owns the first and second lot, the City 

of Blue Ash owns the parcel due south and that there are two other residential partials to the 

due north and then there is Alpine Avenue and one more parcel which is rezoned for the 

plumbing company a plan that never came to pass. 

There being no further questions or comments, both public hearings were closed at 

approximately 7:13 PM. 

9. COMMUNICATIONS 

Mayor Weber requested that 9.e. be moved up on the agenda. 

e. Plaque Presentation – Untouchables Classic Car Club  

Ken Byrd approached Council to thank them, the City of Blue Ash and the Recreation 

Commission for the support that has been given to the Untouchables Classic Car Club over 

the past five years.  There are approximately 100 cars on display every year.  The car show 

is not-for-profit but donations are given to various organization.  The first year, a donation 

was given to the Hazelwood Civic Association.  The second year, the Club’s founder, Bill 

Byrd, passed away and a sizeable scholarship was given in his honor.  The third year, a 

donation was given to a church for their food pantry program; the fourth year, two local 

veterans were selected to go to Washington, D.C.; and last year, all the profits were donated 

to the Hazelwood Civic Association for a project that was being done at the center.  Mr. Byrd 

presented Mayor Weber and the City of Blue Ash with a plaque by the Untouchables Classic 

Car Club in appreciate for the City’s years of dedication and support.   

Mr. Byrd reminded Council that the car show is held every year on the 2
nd

 Saturday in 

August.   

6. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Mayor Weber appointed Kelly Harrington to read the legislation (ordinances) in their entirety 

in the rear of Council Chambers.  

7. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilman Sumner moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to accept the revised agenda. 

A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. ROLL CALL –Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert  

4. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05PM – to consider a proposed Zoning Map Amendment to rezone two 

parcels at 9012 Blue Ash Road (Sandy’s Stagecoach Saloon, LLC) from C-1 General 

Commercial and R-3 Residential to C-2 Planned Commercial (first reading) 

5. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:10PM – to consider a proposed Planned Development application at 

9012 Blue Ash Road (Sandy’s Stagecoach Saloon, LLC) for an addition to the existing building 

and to expand the parking and driveway areas and make other site improvements (first reading) 

6. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF COUNCIL 

CHAMBERS 

7. ACCEPTANCE OF REVISED AGENDA 

8. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Regular Meeting of October 11, 2012 

9. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council – Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

1. Council on Aging of Southwestern Ohio – Senior Services Programs and Levy 
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c. Mayor’s Report – September 2012 – Honorable Mark F. Weber 

d. Financial Report – Motion to accept the report for September 2012 

e. Plaque Presentation – Untouchables Classic Car Club  

10. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Rick Bryan, Chairperson  

1. Ordinance No. 2012-60,  transferring funds 

b. Public Works Committee, Thomas C. Adamec, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2012-61,  authorizing payment to City of Cincinnati re easement 

for sidewalk path at golf course 

12. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

a. Potential Litigation – conferences with an attorney for the public body concerning disputes 

involving the public body that are the subject of pending or imminent 

court action. 

14. ADJOURNMENT 

8. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilman Sumner moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting of, October 11, 2012. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted 

yes. Motion carried. 

9. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

There were no communications presented to Council. 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

1. Council on Aging of Southwestern Ohio – Senior Services Program Levy 

Ken Wilson, Director of Programs for Council on Aging of Southwestern Ohio, addressed 

Council to provide a brief update on the Elderly Services Program which in Hamilton County 

is designed to keep frail seniors independent, in their home, and out of nursing facilities.  

Each year 7,200 seniors are served throughout Hamilton County including 80 families in the 

City of Blue Ash.  Issue 50, the Senior Services Program Levy, is on the ballot and is a 

renewal.  This levy provides basic services to seniors such as home delivered meals, 

transportation to their doctors and home care aid coming in to provide a bath, or home 

making assistance.  Mr. Wilson believes this is a good deal for taxpayers because care 

provided in the community is much less expensive than care provided in a nursing facility.  

The cost to this program is $349 for each senior per month, compared to the cost of a skilled 

nursing facility of over $4,000 per month to the taxpayer under Medicaid.  He feels it is also 

good for families and keeps seniors in their own home where they want to be with family, 

friends and in a setting that is familiar to them.  This is a renewal levy – a 1.29 mill renewal.  

It will not increase taxes.  It currently costs $29.34 for every $100,000 of valuation so the 

renewal will continue on this levy for another five years.   

Councilwoman Stoller questioned whether there was any opposition on this levy? 

Mr. Wilson indicated that there is no opposition and there is a lot of support but feels it is 

important to get the word out so the public is educated about the program and they will 

understand what they are voting on.  Mr. Wilson appreciates the support of Blue Ash and its 

residents and of the greater Hamilton County area.   

c. Mayor's Report – September 2012 

RECEIPTS: 

 Fines ....................................................................................................................................... $  16,324.55 

 Vendors/Solicitor’s Permits ..................................................................................................................... $0 

 Bonds carried over .................................................................................................................................. $0 

 Bonds collected ....................................................................................................................................... $0 

 Bonds applied ......................................................................................................................................... $0 

 Restitution Payment collected ................................................................................................................. $0 
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TOTAL RECEIPTS: .........................................................................................................................................  . $16,324.55 
 
DISBURSEMENTS: 

To Blue Ash 

  Fines/costs/Expungements/forfeitures/NSF check charges, vendor permits) .............................. $  10,689.00 

To the State of OH: 

  Victims of Crime ................................................................................................................................. $1,206.00 

  General Rev Fund ........................................................................................... now included in 2b on SC form 

 Expungements ........................................................................................................................................... $0.00 

  Indigent Defense Support fund .......................................................................................................... $3,330.00 

  Drug Law Enforcement Fund ............................................................................................................... $437.50 

  Justice Program Service Fund 

  Indigent Driver’s Alcohol Trtm’t Fund ................................................................................................... $187.50 

  Seat Belts .............................................................................................................................................. $140.00 

Refund of overpaid fines ............................................................................................................................... $60.00 

Bond Money applied ........................................................................................................................................ $0.00 

Bond Money returned  ............................................................................................................................ $0.00 

Restitution payment ............................................................................................................................ $274.55 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS .............................................................................................................................  . $16,324.55 

 

BALANCE IN BONDS: .............................................................................................................................................  .......$200.00 

Mayor’s Court traffic citations ............................................................................................................................. 117 

Mayor’s Court criminal citations ................................................................................................................... 14 

Total Mayor’s Court cases  ........................................................................................................................ 131 

Blue Ash rev. from Mayor’s Ct. Cases: .......................................................................................... $10,689.00 

d. Financial Report – September 2012 

Councilman Buckman moved, Councilman Adamec seconded to accept the Financial Report 

for September 2012 as submitted. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. 

Motion carried. 

CITY OF BLUE ASH FINANCIAL POSITION STATEMENT- MONTH ENDING September 31, 2012 

MONTH TO DATE 2011 2012 
START OF MONTH FUND BALANCE: 
9-1-12 

 $36,965,611.68  $38,514,480.37 

Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: 2,824,569.61  2,629,534.23  
 Debt Financing (long term) 3,042,339.38  0  
 Debt Financing (short term) 0  0  
 Other Revenue Received: 806,693.41  1,122,308.46  
 = Total Monthly Receipts  6,673,602.40  3,751,842.69 
Expenditures:     
 Long Term debt retirement -  -  
 Short term debt refinancing -  -  
 Other Expenditures: 3,971,833.32  2,289,447.90  
 = Total Monthly Expenditures:  3,971,833.32  2,289,447.90 
END OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:  
9-31-12 

 39,667,380.76  39,976,875.16 

   
YEAR TO DATE 2011 2012 
START OF MONTH FUND BALANCE: 
9-1-12 

 33,676,246.12  33,264,957.20 

Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: 23,990,774.51  25,024,951.59  
 Debt Financing (long term) 3,042,339.38  -  
 Debt Financing (short term) -  1,500,000.00  
 Other Revenue Received: 9,136,161.34  11,019,696.01  

 = Total YTD Receipts  36,169,275.23  37,544,647.60 
Expenditures:     
 Long term debt retirement 1,928,827.00  1,911,722.22  
 Short term debt refinancing -  -  
 Other Expenditures: 28,249,313.59  28,921,007.42  
 = Total YTD Expenditures:  30,178,140.59  30,832,729.64 

YEAR-TO-DATE FUND BALANCE:   39,667,380.76  39,976,875.16 

100% of the fund balance was invested as of 9/31/12. Interest paid to date on matured investments: $11,841.53 Receipt and 

expenditure figures do not include interfund transfers. 
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BLUE ASH INCOME TAX DIV. INCOME TAX RECEIPT SUMMARY - MONTH ENDING September 31, 2012 

MONTH-TO-DATE STATUS 2011 2012 
 Business Net Profit 1,093,765.91  393,050.34  
 Resident Net Profit 41,710.11  45,906.10  
 Non-Resident Net Profit 16,718.01  15,787.03  
 Subcontractor Net Profit 2,702.00  4,563.18  

 Net Profit Total  1,154,896.03  459,306.65 
 Withholding 1,651,993.03  2,141,962.67  
 Subcontractor Withholding 17,680.55  28,264.91  

 Withholding Total  1,669,673.58  2,170,227.58 

 Monthly Collection Totals  2,824,596.61  2,629,534.23 
    -6.90% 
     
YEAR TO DATE STATUS     
 Business Net Profit 4,875,526.21  4,217,303.33  
 Resident Net Profit 811,235.32  795,095.09  
 Non-Resident Net Profit 193,353.06  184,810.40  
 Subcontractor Net Profit 26,969.58  64,283.06  
 Net Profit Total  5,907,084.17  5,261,491.88 

 Withholding 17,688,861.02  19,368,712.82  
 Subcontractor Withholding 394,829.32  394,746.89  
 Withholding Total  18,083,690.34  19,763,459.71 
 YTD Collection Totals  23,990,774.51  25,024,951.59 

4.31%    

 YTD Refund Totals  853,244.63  844,033.53 

 
10. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

Peter Nord, Kenridge Lake, commented on Sandy Stagecoach Saloon requested 

improvements and believes the business will certainly be an improvement to the 

neighborhood.  The lighting standard that was mentioned involves a shade to prevent the 

light sources from being visible to the other property owners and feels it is the proper 

change.  Mr. Nord feels that Council should give Ms. Copenhaver a chance to improve her 

business and the area.   

Hearings from Citizens was declared closed at 7:20 PM. 

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing 

agenda items: 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the October 25
th
 Council agenda.  

4.  PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05 PM – to consider a proposed Zoning Map Amendment to rezone 

two parcels at 9012 Blue Ash Road (Sandy’s Stagecoach Saloon, LLC) from C-1 General 

Commercial and R-3 Residential to C-2 Planned Commercial (first reading) 

Sandy Copenhaver owns Sandy’s Stagecoach Saloon and the two parcels that are the subject of this 

request for a Zoning Map Amendment to C-2 Planned Commercial.  The Saloon property is currently 

zoned C-1 General Commercial District; the adjacent property to the north is currently zoned R-3 

Residential. 

She plans to improve the property with an addition to the rear of the existing building and an expansion 

of the parking area.  The proposed changes to the site and building are not possible without this 

Zoning Map Amendment.  If the Map Amendment is approved by Council after recommendation by the 

Planning Commission, then any proposed improvements require a separate Planned Development 

approval (next agenda item). 

The Planning Commission recommended approval of the Amendment.  The area proposed to be 

rezoned is recommended for Commercial use on the Land Use Plan map contained within the City of 

Blue Ash 2003 Comprehensive Plan and the Land Use Implementation Program (also in the 

Comprehensive Plan) specifically identifies this location for Commercial Redevelopment. 

The Comprehensive Plan is online at: 

http://www.blueashadvance.com/files/uploaded/BA_Master_Plan_2003.pdf 

This is the first reading of this ordinance and the public hearing.  The second reading and vote will be 

scheduled for November 8, 2012. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Community Development Director, Dan 

http://www.blueashadvance.com/files/uploaded/BA_Master_Plan_2003.pdf
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Johnson.   

5.  PUBLIC HEARING – 7:10 PM – to consider a proposed Planned Development application at 

9012 Blue Ash Road (Sandy’s Stagecoach Saloon LLC) for an addition to the existing building 

and to expand the parking and driveway areas and make other site improvements (first reading) 

If the Zoning Map Amendment proposed in the prior Agenda item is approved, Sandy Copenhaver 

plans to build an addition on the rear of the existing structure that contains ADA compliant bathrooms 

and a new bar/service area that can be opened to the outside with roll-up style doors (depicted in 

attached drawings).  The site would also be modified to satisfy the C-2 access, parking, lighting, and 

landscape buffering requirements of the C-2 district. 

The plan was originally submitted as a two-phase project, but the applicant submitted additional 

information prior to the Planning Commission recommendation to ensure that it would be done in a 

single phase.  There is language contained in the Ordinance that limits the hours of operation and 

addresses other concerns raised by the Planning Commission during its deliberations. 

The Planning Commission recommended denial of the proposed Planned Development, largely due to 

its proximity to the adjacent residents.  The Ordinance requires a super-majority of Council for 

approval.  Also, if the Zoning Map Amendment is not approved, this application is moot. 

This is the first reading of this ordinance and the public hearing.  The second reading and vote will be 

scheduled for November 8, 2012.  

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Community Development Director, Dan 

Johnson. 

11.a.1.  Ordinance No. 2012-60 – transferring funds 

Although there are several issues listed on the attachment which merit explanation, one might classify 

this transfer ordinance as primarily focused on “housekeeping” in several specific funds.  Those would 

include the OVI Grant Fund beginning with the prefix “281”, FEMA Intergovernmental Grant Revenue 

Fund 290, the Law Enforcement Liaison Fund 294, as well as the employee benefit related “FSA” Fund 

903.  All of the previously mentioned funds, and the listings on the attachment related thereto, are 

routine in nature and represent balancing restricted funds generally unrelated to on-going City 

operations.   

One of the items that deserves comment is a shift within “Transfers within Expenditure Appropriations” 

from the Contingency area in the General Fund to Property Acquisition.  This shift of $100,000 covers 

funding for the anticipated demolition costs for removing the warehouse at 4699 Malsbary Road 

acquired earlier this year.  The estimate of $100,000 was employed and at the present time, the project 

is going out for bid and will likely be awarded and the final number to be determined at the December 

Council meeting.  

The second issue involves all listings beginning with the prefix “752” which relates to the Golf Course 

Enterprise Fund and the operation of the Cooper Creek Event Center.  A review of the various listings 

shows the additional appropriation of revenue in the Golf Course Enterprise Fund of approximately 

$570,000, with accompanying appropriation of additional expenditure of $200,000.  The items included 

in this transfer represent an effort to structure the revenue and expenditure appropriations for the Golf 

Course and Cooper Creek Event Center for the remainder of 2012.   

Revenues in both the Golf Course, the Sandtrap, and the Cooper Creek Event Center have come in 

ahead of original budgetary estimates, and the need exists to recognize those revenues as well as 

those expected to be received during the remainder of the year, and to also appropriate whatever 

additional expenses are anticipated.  The net effect permits a reduction of $350,000 of anticipated 

General Fund transfers to the Golf Course Enterprise Fund for 2012.   

This is a favorable outcome for the Golf Course, the Sandtrap, and the Cooper Creek Event Center for 

nearly a full year of operation, which will permit further analysis upon closing of the books at the end of 

the year. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Treasurer.   

11.b.1. Ordinance No. 2012-61 – authorizing payment to City of Cincinnati regarding easement 

for sidewalk path at golf course  

The Public Works Department has been working for a number of years on a project that involves 

installation of a new sidewalk/bike path to be built on the east side of Plainfield Road between Cooper 

Road on the south and Glendale-Milford Road on the north.  This sidewalk as envisioned to assist in 

providing pedestrian and bicycle access to the new Summit Park.  The Public Works Department has 

been successful in securing an ODOT-monitored Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) 

Program grant in the amount of $525,000, to assist in the construction of this project.  Given the 
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involvement of ODOT on this grant, the necessary environmental assessment has been completed, 

and ODOT has selected a team which has been working on securing the necessary easements and/or 

right-of-way to permit the installation of the project as planned in 2013.  In August of 2012, the Public 

Works Director approached Council with Ordinance No. 2012-45 securing Council’s authorization for 

the acquisition of the necessary easements and right-of ways to move ahead with the project.  This 

was done concurrent with ODOT’s right-of-way acquisition team’s efforts to acquire the necessary 

easements for property owners.  Within Section II of the Ordinance, it was specifically stated that 

“should compensation in excess of $25,000 be requested from the City from any property owner, such 

easement shall be brought to Council in the form of a future ordinance.”  It would appear at this time 

that it is necessary to address City Council with a separate Ordinance No. 2012-61 to secure a 

necessary easement from the City of Cincinnati as it relates to this project.  

The complexities encountered in the acquisition of these easement rights or right-of-way are related to 

valuation disparities of the 98-acres “runway” parcel still owned by the City of Cincinnati following the 

closure of the Blue Ash Airport.   

The area required from the City of Cincinnati is substantial, representing a strip of land, for both 

temporary and permanent easements and right-of-way, of over 1/3 of an acre on the western most 

portion of the 98-acres where the runway parcel abuts Plainfield Road.  The initial appraisal provided 

through the right-of-way acquisition firm indicated a fair market value for all of the easements, 

temporaries, etc. of $14,594, utilizing a $20,000 per acre valuation.  The contact that the City 

Administration has had with the Real Estate Department of the City of Cincinnati has found that 

evaluation to be too low, and in an effort to meet the deadline, and to reflect some understanding as to 

the valuation concerns that the City of Cincinnati has about the 98-acres, the Assistant City Manager 

provided an alternative valuation to the City of Cincinnati of $41,006 on October 9, 2012.  Of course, 

the offer “was contingent upon approval by the City Council via ordinance.” 

Although there are a number of avenues open to the City of Blue Ash for a quick and reasonable 

resolution of this easement situation, given the timeline provided by ODOT for the completion of the 

right-of-way acquisition process, it is recommended that City Council favorably consider this Ordinance 

so that we may move ahead should all obstacles to our progress be addressed and resolved in the 

near future. 

The Ordinance asks for authorization for further negotiations with the City of Cincinnati and potential 

compensation of an amount not exceed $43,000 to resolve this matter. 

We remain hopeful that the efforts expended by the City of Blue Ash to assist Cincinnati in their recent 

funding issue with the FAA will be recognized, and that this matter can be resolved in a less expensive, 

more rational, and cooperative fashion; however, given the timeline for the completion of the right-of-

way/easement acquisition process as determined by ODOT under the grant, it would be prudent to be 

prepared for whatever is necessary to move ahead with the project as originally planned. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Assistant City Manager James Pfeffer at (513) 

745-8507 or jpfeffer@blueash.com.  

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Rick Bryan, Chairperson 

Councilman Bryan asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-60 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-60 

  PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS AND 

AMENDMENTS WITHIN THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATION 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-5 FOR THE YEAR 2012 (AS SHOWN 

ON ATTACHMENT); AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of Council 

requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 

Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven 

yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-60.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Sumner, Buckman, 

Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. Ordinance 

No. 2012-60 passed. 

mailto:jpfeffer@blueash.com
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b. Public Works Committee, Thomas C. Adamec, Chairperson 

Councilman Adamec asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-61 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-61 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE AND ACQUIRE 

A PERMANENT GRANT OF EASEMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

INSTALLING A PUBLIC SIDEWALK/BIKE PATH OVER A PORTION OF 

PARCEL 0189 OF BOOK 612, PAGE 120 OF THE HAMILTON COUNTY 

AUDITOR’S OFFICE RECORDS (LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF 

PLAINFIELD ROAD BETWEEN COOPER ROAD AND GLENDALE 

MILFORD ROAD); AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilman Bryan seconded to suspend the rules of Council 

requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven 

yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-

61.  

Mayor Weber questioned the size of the property that is affected by the easement wherein 

Assistant City Manager James Pfeffer indicated that it was approximately .366 of an acre. 

Mayor Weber further questioned whether the price is subject to negotiation.   

Mr. Pfeffer assured the Mayor that he has engaged the assistance of the City Solicitor and 

Deputy Solicitor to contact the City of Cincinnati to work toward a low cost resolution to this 

matter.  However, timing is an issue and there is a need to move ahead with the easement 

because the grant could be endangered.   

Councilman Sumner feels the amount of money for that easement is not small amount and 

understands the need for expediency but thinks Cincinnati needs to look at it more favorably.  

Public Works Director Gordon Perry indicated that the grant process is being wrapped up 

and is worth approximately $525,000. 

Councilman Adamec feels the sidewalk will improve the land and believes Cincinnati should 

donate the land to avoid paying Blue Ash to install the sidewalk.   

Mr. Pfeffer is hopeful a collaborative approach in getting it resolved.  The deadline for the 

completion of the right-of-way must be completed within the next month.   

Mr. Perry indicated that the project will be bid out the beginning of March 2013.   

Mr. Pfeffer indicated that the value of the property is reflected at the Hamilton County 

Auditor’s valuation reduced by 25%.  The City’s original offer was only $20,000 per acre.  

City of Blue Ash paid City of Cincinnati $138,000 per acre for the park and everyone seeking 

to find a balance.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Czerwonka, 

Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 

Ordinance No. 2012-61 passed. 

12. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Mr. Perry advised that there is going to be pavement warranty work done from last year’s 

paving program.  There were some material issues with the pavement at two intersections 

on Kenwood Road, YMCA and Town Center and a strip done on Hunt Road from the off 

ramp to the on ramp of Cross County.  Those areas are exhibiting some asphalt binders 

flushing through the surface which will be removed and replaced at the cost of the 

contractor. 

Councilman Bryan informed Council that he will not be in attendance at the November 8
th
 

Council meeting due to a leadership annual conference he will be attending for the Cancer 

Support Community.   
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Councilman Buckman along with his wife, Carol, thanked Council and Administration for the 

card they received congratulating them on their 50
th
 Wedding Anniversary.  He was sorry he 

missed the last Council meeting but he and Carol were having a great time in Cape Cod.  

Councillman Adamec indicated that last Saturday was the Halloween Walk in the Woods and 

there were over 1,000 children in attendance.  It was a great event.  Councilman Adamec 

also thanked the students from Sycamore High School for attending tonight’s Council 

meeting.  

Vice Mayor Czerwonka indicated his frustration with the large, fluorescent markings that are 

made on the City’s new crosswalks for utilities and feels there are other ways to make these 

markings. 

Mr. Perry indicated that it is an ongoing struggle and indicated that some of the pedestrian 

crossings done on Cooper Road were marked up within a year.  Staff tries to remind the 

utility workers before they make the markings to be more discrete.  It is required by law that 

they have to mark it; however, it does not necessarily have to be done in those locations and 

can typically be marked outside of those areas.   

Mayor Weber commended the Cooper Creek Event Center and its staff and feels privileged 

when citizens tell him how great it is and how much they enjoy it.  There was a outing 

recently with Operation Give Back (which is a local charity that takes care of underprivileged 

kids who attend Sycamore Schools).  In talking with their executive director, he was effusive 

in his praise, not only for the golf outing, but also for the food and the treatment that they 

received.  It seems to be almost a unanimous verdict from people who have used it and it 

really is a good thing to hear.   

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

After all items on the agenda were acted upon, Councilwoman Stoller moved, Vice Mayor 

Czerwonka seconded to convene an Executive Session to discuss matters pertaining to 

Potential Litigation.  The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, 

Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. Motion carried. 

After matters pertaining to Potential Litigation were discussed, Councilman Sumner moved, 

Councilman Adamec seconded to convene to the regular meeting. A voice vote was taken. 

All Council members voted yes. Motion carried. 

14. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilwoman Bryan moved, Vice Mayor 

Czerwonka seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All members voted 

yes. The Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:00 PM. 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      Mark F. Weber, Mayor 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Jamie K. Eifert, Clerk of Council 
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